
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 where they could be easily seen and ap-

preciated by the public. Each tree bore a 

5’x10’ aluminum label which 

read; “This is a Moses Cleve-

land Tree. It was standing 

here as part of the original 

forest when Moses Cleve-

land landed at the Mouth of 

the Cuyahoga River, July 22, 

1796. Let us preserve it as a 

living memorial to the first 

settlers of the Western Re-

serve.” There are still many Moses Cleve-

l a n d  

T r e e s 

scattered 

t h r o u g h 

out Cuya-

h o g a 

County.  
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Did you know that back in 1946, there were 

150 native trees over the age of 150 years 

old la-

b e l e d 

through-

out the 

City of 

C l e v e -

land and 

s u r -

rounding 

suburbs? 

The Moses Cleveland Trees were chosen 

from throughout Cuyahoga County  as 

part of the sesquicentennial of Moses 

Cleveland and his party’s landing at the 

mouth of the Cuyahoga River on July 22, 

1796. Each tree was at an age as to have 

been part of the area’s forest at the time 

of the landing. The Cleveland Sesquicen-

tennial Commission appointed the Com-

mittee on Moses Cleveland Trees, whose 

objective was the discovery and labeling 

of 150 native trees over the age of 150 

years growing in the county, and to in-

volve the public. Measurements of the 

trees diameters were taken at a 4’ height, 

and the trees were critically judged as to 

the probability of their being 150 years 

or older. The location of each tree was also 

taken into account, as the committee 

looked to select trees located in areas 

 This white oak  tree is located on Summit Avenue in 

Lakewood. 
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Sign & Print Shop Department 

H a v e 

y o u 

e v e r 

s e e n 

t h i s 

Sign?  

How about 

this one? 

If you have 

chances are 

99% of the 

time the 

Department of Public 

Works Sign & Print Shop 

made and installed these 

signs. The Sign Shop in-

stalls, maintains and 

keeps inventory of over 

2,300 culverts and 189 

bridges. The department 

also maintains various 

regulatory, warning and 

guide signage in Olmsted 

and Chagrin Townships. 

A division of the Sign 

Shop Department is the 

Print Shop, located at 

1319 Hamilton. The 

Print Shop Division not 

only produces signs and 

graphics but most re-

cently produced the 

marking-decals and num-

bering for over 400 

stop bars. The crew has 

been busy this year strip-

ing the Bridge Garage 

and Brook Park Facilities 

parking lots.  This sign is 

p l a c e d 

at the 

b e g i n -

ning of 

br idges 

or cul-

verts to 

w a r n 

motor -

ists and pedestrians of 

the object. The Sign & 

Print Shop Department 

takes it’s job very seri-

ously and take great 

pride in making sure that 

the work force as well as 

public safety is always at 

the top of their list. 

P U B L I C  N E W S  F O R  P U B L I C  W O R K S  

county vehicles and vari-

ous pieces of equipment. 

The Print Shop Division 

also handles the ribbon 

printing for openings 

ceremonies on com-

pleted construction 

projects as well 

as parking lot 

signage and build-

ing directories 

for the Juvenile 

Justice Center. 

Current production 

capabilities of the Print 

Shop are the use of 

computer generated vi-

nyl graphics, thermal 

transfer silk screen 

printing, hand and spray 

painting. The staff also 

helps with traffic control, 

by setting up detours, 

lane closures, operating 

arrow boards and pro-

gramming  message 

boards along with flag-

ging traffic. Additional 

duties include striping of 

roads and parking lots 

and assisting Olmsted 

Township with there 

striping which includes 

school zones, rail road 

arrows, crosswalks and 
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Mr. Kenneth Burns wrote 

a letter of thanks to 

Bryan Hitch, Sewer Main-

tenance Administrator. 

Mr. Burns writes; Just a 

note to let you know 

that my wife and I were 

pleased with the service 

we received from your 

department. We were 

experiencing sewer gas 

odors and requested a 

service call to inspect our 

sanitary sewer line. Your 

department scheduled a 

service call and arrived at 

the appointed time as 

promised. Your service 

technicians, Mike Ma-

line, Equipment Op-

erator and Wally 

Jablonowski, Sewer 

Maintenance Worker 

exposed our cleanout 

port which was buried 

several feet below the 

surface and then in-

spected and snaked our 

sanitary line. They also 

moved the cleanout port 

to grade level to make 

future service easier. 

Mike and Wally were 

professional, efficient, 

helpful and friendly. They 

seemed to enjoy their 

work and you should be 

proud of their perform-

ance.   

John Petkac, Superinten-

dent, Bureau of Sidewalks 

for the City of Cleveland 

sent an email expressing 

the great work that the 

three D.P.W. crews 

completed at the Soldiers 

and Sailors Monument. 

Mr. Petkack writes; The 

sidewalk and brick work 

at the Soldiers and Sail-

ors Monument is com-

pleted and looks great. 

Thank you for expediting 

these much needed re-

pairs. Job well done goes 

out to Pat Arm-

bruster, Assistant 

York Yard Superin-

tendent, Pasquale Co-

stanzo, Cement Fin-

isher Foreman, Tom 

Licursi, Cement Fin-

isher, Ned Bertoncin 

and Wally Bandza, 

HMO Light, Tom 

Eckert, Ken Kemper 

Your garage can be a real 

fire hazard if you use it to 

store flammable materials. 

Flammable liquids are di-

vided into two classes,  1. 

Flammable liquids (for ex-

ample, gasoline) has a flash 

point below 100 Fahren-

heit. 2. Combustible liquids 

(for example, diesel fuel) 

has a flash point at or above 

100 Fahrenheit. Gasoline 

ignites easier than diesel 

fuel because its flash point 

is lower.  But you can avoid 

most dangers by following 

these suggestions; Keep 

cleaning fluids, kerosene, 

gasoline, paint thinner and 

ignitable fluids in safety cans 

or in the original containers 

away from any heat source. 

Oily household rags should 

also be kept in tightly cov-

SAFETY:   
ered metal cans since they 

can ignite by spontaneous 

combustion. Old paper, 

boxes, magazines and rags 

have a way of piling up, but 

should never be stored in 

the garage. So toss them 

out unless you have a spe-

cial storage place for them-

like a shelf, cabinet or 

drawer—well away from 

other flammables. Refuel 

gasoline powered tools and 

mowers outside the garage 

where gas spills won’t cre-

ate a hazard. If you spill gas 

in the garage wipe it up im-

mediately.  

and Gary Harris, 

Heavy Equipment Op-

erators, Kevin Kear-

ney, Tom Chambers, 

Tom Conway, Billy 

L a u x ,  M a r t y 

Masterson, Mike Mur-

phy and Mark Russo, 

Laborers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a good news story 

that you would like to share 

please email me at; 

 kcelebrezze@cuyahogacounty.us 

 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTé. 
Michael Dever has helped 

advance the Department of 

Public Works as the Mainte-

nance Administrator during 

the past eighteen months.  

Michael brings extensive 

knowledge and experience 

from his prior positions with 

D.P.W.  as the Deputy to the 

Sanitary Engineer and Chief 

Construction Administrator. 

His educational accomplish-

ments include a Masters in 

Public Administration from 

Cleveland State University.  

He has been working for the 

D.P.W. for approximately 12 

years. Currently Michael 

oversees 352 staff members in 

the Maintenance Division. His 

duties include managing and 

working with many dedicated 

employees to maintain 

over 25 County owned 

buildings, 192 County 

Bridges/Culverts and 

more than 1200 miles of 

Sanitary/Storm sewers in 

34 of the County’s com-

munities. When Michael 

does find time in his busy 

schedule, he enjoys being 

with his wife Stacy and 

their five children, who 

range from ages 8 to 17. The 

children keep the family very 

busy with their involvement 

in multiple sports, music and 

their academics. However, 

their favorite sport is speed 

skating which four of their 

children compete competi-

tively. Michael’s three daugh-

ters are State Champions and 

nationally ranked with U.S. 

Speed Skating. The family will 

be traveling to Utah soon to 

cheer on four of their chil-

dren as they compete in Na-

tionals. In addition Michael 

and his family enjoy visiting 

many of Cleveland’s points of 

interest such as the Cleve-

land Zoo, Botanical Gardens, 

Lake Erie and the Islands, and 

the Museum of Art.  
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Charity Choice Campaign 2012 
The 2012 Charity 

Choice Campaign kicked 

of on October 22nd and 

will be coming to a close 

on Friday, November 2nd. 

This years campaign is 

running concurrently with 

the employee benefits 

online open enrollment. 

You can select any organi-

zation you like, for either 

a one-time donation or a 

continuous deduction 

from your paycheck, effec-

tive the first week of Feb-

ruary.  If you have yet to 

make a dona-

tion, you have 

just one more 

day to select the 

federation and/

or charity of 

your choice. 

Your donation 

will go a long 

way in support of our fel-

low citizens that are in 

need in our community. 

Please log on to https://

myhr.cuyahogacounty.

us/en-us/Login.aspx or 

contact one of the Charity 

Choice 

Repre-

sentatives located in your 

building. Amy McDonald 

at Stonebridge, Terra 

Thompson, Valley View, 

Julie Conway, Test Lab 

Facility, Carolynn Ragan 

Juvenile Justice Center, 

Amy Murray, Justice 

Center or Jackie Smith 

at 1642 Lakeside to make 

a donation.  

 
Don’t  forget you still have 

time to purchase raffle 

tickets for a chance to win 

a $25.00 Fridays gift certifi-

cate!!!! 
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 11/2  DANIEL  DIEMERT    11/20   GINA  KIRBY    

 11/3  THOMAS  J. C OYNE III   11/20   CHRISTOPHER  CARLO 

 11/3  MARY DOBRANIC    11/21   ANTHONY  MELARANGO 

 11/3  CHARLES E. L EAMON   11/21   GARY WOLF   

 11/4  FRANCIS  QUINN    11/23   STANLEY  GOSCIEJEW  

 11/6  ANNETTE  DAVIS    11/23   MICHAEL  LORS  

 11/7   PATRICK  V. M CNEELEY  11/24   MICHAEL  W. F RUECHTL 

 11/7   J AMES MOORE, J R.   11/24   THOMAS  KERR  

 11/8   GLORIA  LINTON    11/24   DAVID  NOVAK  

 11/8   CHRISTINE  COSTELLO   11/25   DAN  PARKER  

.  11/8   DELORES SMITH    11/25   J EFFREY D. H ORVATH  

 11/11   MARTIN  L. R OZNIK   11/26   J EFFREY DOBRANSKY 

 11/11    NANCY C. B ENCIVENGO   11/26   DANIEL  R. J AMES  

 11/12    MARY GOULD   11/27   GRANT  OVERBAUGH  

 11/12  W ANDA  GRAVES   11/28   BRIAN  SOWERS  

 11/13    MARVIN  REYNOLDS  11/30   VINCENT  LANESE   

 11/14    MICHAEL  W. D EVER 

 11/16    ALAN  S. D AVIS  

 11/16    GIUSEPPE SARTO   

 11/17  T ERRY P. CAIN  

1 11/17    MICHELLE  R. C ARTER 

 11/17    RICKIE  D. J ENKINS  

 11/17    MARTIN  SAWCHAK  

 11/18    DWILT  FORD, J R.   
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