
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

site near the West Third Street Bridge, 

where it is currently being disassembled and 

scraped.   The company fabricates the  steel 

pieces and puts them to-

gether for a proper fit. 

The company is now piec-

ing the structural mem-

bers together at the pro-

ject lay-down yard lo-

cated adjacent to the 

Carter Road Lift Bridge.  

The estimated cost of  

the rehabilitation of the 

bridge is $30,417,278.00.  Scheduled com-

pletion date for the project is June 24, 2014.  
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For over sev-

enty years the 

Columbus Road 

span lifted to 

make way for 

freighters and 

carried approxi-

mately 9,330 

vehicles per day. 

On June 11th, a 

major milestone 

was reached 

concerning the 

rehabilitation of  

the Columbus Road 

Lift Bridge. The span 

was cut away from  its 

supporting towers and 

floated up the Cuyahoga 

River on a barge. The 

American Bridge tugboat 

òBridge Builder IVó posi-

tioned the barge beneath 

the lift span where crews 

then lowered the lift span onto the barge.  

The span barge hauled the span to a riverfront 
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Whiskey Island, located 

immediately west of 

where the Cuyahoga 

River empties 

into Lake Erie, 

is not actually 

an island, but a 

peninsula of 

land that was 

created in 

1827, when 

the mouth of 

the Cuyahoga 

River  was 

moved and 

straightened  to its pre-

sent location. Whiskey 

Island is a triangular 

piece of land one mile 

long and one-third mile 

at its widest. The Island 

was home to early 

Cleveland immigrants, 

whiskey bootleggers and 

used for both rail and 

shipping transportation 

purposes.   Today  Cuya-

hoga County owns a 

portion of Whiskey Is-
land that includes Wendy 

Park and the Whiskey 

Island Marina.  Wendy 

Park is the only public 

park is Cuyahoga County 

that provides direct ac-

cess to Lake Erie and the 

Cuyahoga River. Cuya-

hoga County purchased 

the property in 2004, 

together with Dan T. 

Moore  Companies 

cleaned up debris on the 

site, graded the land, 

cleaned the beach and 

officially opened Wendy 

Park in 2005. Visitors 

can enjoy breathtaking 

views of downtown 

Cleveland, walk along 

the beach or take a boat 

ride across Lake Erie. 

The park is open 7 days 
a week from sunrise to 

sunset. When Super-

storm Sandy ripped 

through Northeast Ohio 

in October 2012, the 

Whiskey Island Marina, 

located on the western 

edge of Wendy Park ex-

perienced 75 mph winds 

and waves higher that 20 

feet. At the time of the 
storm there were 96 

boats still in their docks. 

When it was all over 

eleven boats had sunk 

and the majority of all 

others were severely 

damaged. Over half of 

the 230 docks were to-

tally destroyed and the 

other half received 

enough damage that the 

repair costs would have 

exceeded replacement 

costs. Cuyahoga County 

owned property experi-

enced enough damage to 

qualify for 

F e d e r a l 

Emergency 

M a n a g e -

m e n t 

A g e n c y 

( F E M A ) 

assistance. 

New docks 

are being 

i n s t a l l e d 

and the 

property is being cleaned 

and revitalized for the up 
coming boating season.  
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WHISKEY  ISLAND  

http://www.yelp.com/map/whiskey-island-marina-cleveland
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An E-mail was sent to  Di-

rector, Bonnie Teeuwen 

from Ross Brankatelli, East 

Cleveland City Engineer 

and Safety Director. 

Thanking Sewer Mainte-

nance Superintendent, 

Bryan Hitch, Sewer 

Maintenance Supervi-

sors, James Moore, 

Mitch Holt and  Senior 

Sewer Maintenance Su-

pervisor, Gary Green   

for their immediate re-

sponse to a potential and 

serious situation on Bard-

well and Doan Avenues in 

the City of East Cleveland. 

While working catch ba-

sins Brankatelli noticed a 

large sinkhole next to a 

sewer  manhole and catch 

basin on the north side of 

Doan Ave. The sinkhole 

was approximately 15 

inches wide by 18 inches 

long and five  feet in depth 

right next to the sidewalk 

where children walk to 

Mayfair Elementary School. 

Mr. Brankatelli goes on to 

say òThanks for your past, 

present and future re-

sponse in resolving 

sewer related is-

sues with the City 

of East Clevelandó. 

On May 28th through June 

7th the Department of 

Public Works sponsored 

Mary Reitan, a junior at 

Laurel School, in Shaker 

Heights.  Mary is part of 

the Protégé Program  at 

Laurel School which is a 

program that works to 

match a studentõs unique 

talents with an opportunity 

in the professional world. 

Mary was fortunate 

enough to spend her time 

shadowing  a diverse selec-

tion of departments and 

staff members at the 

DPW. Mary sent me a 

note ex-

pressing how 

appreciative 

she was of 

the time she 

spent with staff and how 

gracious they were to 

share their knowledge and 

experience with her. Mary 

also said her favorite part 

of shadowing was when 

she went into the field to 

look at bridges. Jeff 

According to OSHA, the 

major causes of injuries 

and fatalities involving 

aerial lifts, such as cherry 

pickers, bucket trucks, 

aerial ladders and vertical 

towers are falls, col-
lapses, electrocutions or 

tip-overs. Here are a few 

ways to prevent these 

accidents; Test  all con-

trols and inspect the lift 

before operating. Main-

tain and operate aerial 

lifts according to the 

manufacturerõs and com-

panyõs instructions. 

Never over ride 

hydraulic, mechani-

cal or electrical 
safety devices. 

Stand with both 

feet on the basket 

floor and donõt sit or 

climb on the basket rails. 

Use a body harness or 

SAFETYé  
positioning device with a 

lanyard attached accord-

ing to the manufacturers 

instructions. Never move 

the equipment 

when cowork-

ers are in the 
elevated plat-

form. Donõt 

position your-

self between basket rails 

or overhead hazards, 

such as joists and beams. 

Never exceed the equip-

ment load limits of the 

equipment. Never use 

planks, boxes or other 

items inside the basket to 

extend your reach. Re-

member safety first. 

Horvath, Chief Bridge 

Inspection, Mainte-

nance Engineer showed 

her a wide variety of 

bridges and explained the 

reasoning behind the 

choices of bridges, Mary 

said it was particularly in-

teresting to see the plan-

ning behind a bridge and 

then see the final struc-

ture.  Thank you!!! To 

the following departments; 

Bridge Design, High-

way Design, Transpor-

tation & Traffic, Con-

struction, Bridge In-

spections and Director 

Bonnie G. Teeuwen .  

Innovation Program coming 

soon! More information to fol-

low in future newsletters. 

Good News!!  
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EMPLOYEE  SPOTLIGHT : 
John Pinter , is the new 

Department of Public 

Works Fleet Service 

Manager. John began his 

employment with the 

DPW in February 2013 

at the Brookpark Facil-

ity, located at 4000 

Brookpark Road. John 

is responsible for mak-

ing sure that all DPW 

vehicles, trucks and 

construction equip-

ment are operat-

ing smoothly and 

making needed 

repairs as well as 

purchasing vehi-

cles and equip-

ment. Prior to 

John  joining the 

D P W 

team, he 

w o r k e d 

for the Firestone 

Auto Repair in 

Cleveland Heights for 

13 years. In his spare 

time  John enjoys buy-

ing and restoring cars, 

he recently added per-

formance parts to his 

new 2013 Mustang 

GT.  
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Fireworks Safety  
With warm weather and 

family events, the Fourth 

of July can be a fun time. 

But before you celebrate, 

make sure everyone 

knows about fire-

works safety. Light-

ing fireworks at 

home isnõt even le-

gal in many areas, so 

if you still want to 

use them, be sure to 

check with your local po-

lice departments first. 

Buy only legal fireworks. 

Things like firecrackers, 

rockets, and sparklers are 

just too dangerous for 

kids. If 

you do 

give 

kids 

spar-

klers, 

make sure they keep 

them outside and away 

from their face, clothing, 

and hair. Sparklers can 

reach 1,800 degrees 

Fahrenheit ð hot enough 

to melt gold! Buy only 

legal fireworks (legal fire-

works have a label with 

the manufacturerõs name 

and directionsõ illegal 

ones are unlabeled), and 

store them in a cool, dry 

place. Illegal fireworks 

usually go by the names 

M-80, M100, blockbuster, 

or quarterpounder. 

These explosives were 

banned in 1966, but still 

account for many fire-

works injuries. Best way 

to protect your family is 

to attend public fireworks 

displays, and leave the 

lighting to the profession-

als. 


